
Structure of an Academic Essay
For more information on improving your writing, come to the 

Shepherd University Academic Support Center, LIB 103.

I. Introduction: Move from General to Specific, Ending with Your Thesis

[image: image6.png]1. Surnrmarize your supportand restate
your thesis (although not in the sarme worcs).

2. Give a final reflection without adding ary new information,
This statement shotid be more general than your thesis.

3. RetLim to your original image for closure,





II. Body: Divide Your Argument into Logical Sections
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III. Conclusion: Move from Specific to General, Restating Your Thesis
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something gereral or farilr.

2. Narrow that gereral staterment by moving in a rew (more
specifc) drecton, orie that your thesis wil tke.

3:State your thesis, meking a specic ceim.



[image: image5.png]1.Be sure to create topic sentences that Use akey word or phase from your thesis — this
wil show how each specic paragraph fis n to your overell argument:

2. Assert, llustiate end analyze / explain each sLbdaim you meke In support of your thess.
I other words, back Up everything you say with exarmples or direct quotes from your
fext or research,




