AP World Exam Information and Strategies 
Exam Information: 

The AP World exam consists of two sections: 

· Section I: 95 Minutes   

· 55 Multiple Choice in 55 minutes=40% of exam score 
· All questions appear in sets of 2-5 and are based on sources, visuals, charts, and maps. 
· You must be able to interpret the source and apply your knowledge of World history to the question
· 3 Short Answer Questions (SAQs) in 40 minutes=20% of exam score 

· Question 1 
· This question will require you to analyze a secondary source and the author’s argument in the source. 

· It will cover information from 1200-2001. 

· Ensure you refer back to the secondary source in your answer. 

· Question 2 

· This question will require you to analyze a primary source or a visual source. 

· It will cover information from 1200-2001. 

· Ensure you refer back to the source in your answer. 

· Question 3 

· You will have two options to choose from for your last SAQ response. 

· The question will focus around the comparison or CCOT skill. 

· One option will cover 1200-1750 and one option will cover 1750-2001. 
· You have a provided space to answer the question in complete sentences 

· Ten minute break 
· Section II: 100 minutes   

· 15 minute reading period 

· Document Based Question (DBQ) in 45 minutes=25% of exam score (only covers 1450-2001) 
· 1 Long Essay in 40 minutes w/ 3 options=15% of exam score 
· One option will cover 1200-1750 
· One option will cover 1450-1900
· One option will cover 1750-2001 
Overall, each part is added up to a final score of 5, 4, 3, 2, or 1 (5 is the highest). Some colleges will award credit for certain scores. A 3 is considered “passing”. In general, each of the final scores translate to: 

· 5=Extremely Well Qualified 

· 4=Well Qualified 

· 3=Qualified 

· 2=Possibly Qualified 

· 1=No Recommendation

Extra Sessions: 
AP History courses at Jefferson High School often offer after school sessions to provide further enrichment. These sessions are entirely voluntary, but highly encouraged. Sessions generally will last from 3:00-4:00 or 5:30 at the latest (Generally, review sessions that last until 5:30 are for practice AP exams). The sessions will be used for additional lectures, course review, practice exams, or to refine necessary skills for the exam (e.g. essay writing). After school sessions may start as early as September. Due to class size, I will generally have two days set aside for an after school session. You will need to sign up for the day that works the best for you. 
Basic Exam Strategies/Tips 

· Bring a watch with you. You are responsible for pacing yourself. Some rooms do not have clocks. 

· Multiple Choice Section 

· Mark up the test
· Circle key words and what the question is asking you to do 
· Circle the century and put the dates 

· Use a process of elimination approach 
· Read each question and source carefully and fully 

· Read the question before a reading a selection or source. You can look for the answer as you read as a result. 

· Do not overthink visuals. They are not trying to trick you. The visuals are meant to be big picture/easy. 

· Refer to the SAQ guide for the SAQ section. 

· Refer to each essay guide for the essay section. 
· General Course Tips: 

1. Purchase a review book now. I do not have a definitive recommendation for this course in terms of a review book. However, please be sure you find one that follows the current exam parameters. This means you should find a book published in 2012 or later. In addition to any review book you purchase, I will pass out some review materials for you and provide links to extremely helpful review websites. 

2. Do ALL assigned readings. Although I like to think my lectures and class activities are very thorough, it is crucial that you do the assigned readings as well. I will not and cannot cover every single detail presented in your textbook. This applies for primary sources as well. You’ll notice that a lot of the quotation type questions on past exams come from primary sources we read in class. The primary sources or even supplemental works you read have a larger purpose than just a homework assignment. I am not a fan of busy work. There are no pointless assignments in this course. Every reading, paper, essay, project, and assignment is designed to help you learn the material and prepare for the AP exam. 

3. Ask questions. If you do not understand a concept or topic, please feel free to ask me. I will do my best to clarify the information for you. 

4. Start reviewing early. The latest you should start is March. Do not procrastinate and do not cram. You cannot cram for an AP exam. A consistent review throughout the course would be helpful to you. 

5. Take Notes. Take notes when appropriate. This should be obvious. 

6. Be Organized. If you stay organized, reviewing will be much easier. 

7. Try a Study Group. Study groups can be very helpful in reviewing for a test or even the exam itself. I highly recommend it if this fits your learning style.
