AP DBQ Guide 
What is a DBQ? 

DBQ stands for document based question. You are presented with an essay prompt and a series of documents (7 documents). Your task is to answer the essay prompt using evidence from the documents as well as your outside knowledge. You need to interpret the documents. Students often make the mistake of taking the documents as objective fact. Instead, students should be applying critical thinking skills to documents, assessing their reliability and the ways in which they reveal the particular points of view of the authors. 
DBQ Overview 
· On the AP exam, the DBQ will be the first essay you write after section I.  

· You have 15 minutes to read over the prompt, documents, and your long essay options 

· As you do this, mark up your documents 

· Underline or circle key parts of documents 

· Write notes in the margins or on the documents themselves 

· For the AP exam, get a watch now to help keep track of time on exam day. 
· You have a recommended 45 minutes for the DBQ essay (you can go over, but be aware that this detracts from your time for the long essay question). 

· Please note that the DBQ is worth 25% of your total score.  

The Basics 

When writing an AP DBQ, always follow proper essay writing guidelines (if you need help with writing a general AP essay, feel free to see me). In addition, ALWAYS do the following: 

· Explain the broader historical context relevant to the prompt (1 point). 

· Provide an appropriate, explicitly stated thesis that directly addresses all parts of the question and does NOT simply restate the question. Needs to at the end of the introduction (1 point). 

· Describe the content of at least THREE documents to address the prompt (1 point). 

· Support your argument using ALL of the documents (1 point). 

· Provide and explain an example or piece of evidence beyond that found in the documents to support your argument (include outside information) (1 point). 

· Analyze the point of view, purpose, historical context, or audience for FOUR of the documents (1 point). 

· Demonstrate a complex understanding of the historical development in the prompt (1 point). 

All of the above equals up to the 7 rubric points for your DBQ. 

Think of it this way: You are writing a regular essay and simply using the documents along with your outside knowledge for evidence. 

The Process
The Question
· This may be obvious, but the very first thing you should do is understand what the question is asking you to do. 
· Read the task carefully and underline any key components. 

· Pay attention to essay verbs (“analyze”, “describe”, “compare”, etc.) 

· Look for natural organization (“describe and analyze three reasons”) 

Reading and Interpreting the Documents 
· Again, you are given 15 minutes to analyze and interpret the documents 
· As you interpret the documents, keep CAPP (context, audience, point of view of view, and purpose) in mind.
In addition, it may be helpful to design a t-chart to link documents to different points of the argument. For example, let’s say the DBQ prompt is: “Analyze the major causes of global conflict in the 20th century.”   

	Argument Points 
	Documents 

	· Economic crisis   
	· 4 and 5

	· Nationalism and ethnic conflict 
	· 1,3, and 6 

	· Territorial gain   
	· 2 and 7 


Essay Structure 
Introduction 

· The DBQ introduction should be like any other essay introduction. You should compose your introduction in the following way: 

· A broad topic sentence that introduces the reader to the essay and material. 

· Historical context/contextualization (3 sentences) 

· Thesis (1-2 sentences) 
· Your thesis should make a claim that can be defended and that responds to all parts of the question. Use the following sample DBQ prompt as an example: 

· Prompt: “Analyze the major causes of global conflict in the 20th century.  
· Thesis: “In the 20th century, global conflict was often caused by economic crises that occurred, nationalistic and ethnic rivalries, and a desire for territorial expansion.” 
Body Paragraphs 

· Your body paragraphs should be composed just like a regular essay. However, there are a few special things for a DBQ. 
· Each body paragraph should start with a topic sentence that links back to the thesis. This is absolutely crucial and critical. You will not score well at all if you do not have topic sentences. Examples: 
· “One of the major causes of global conflict in the 20th century was the presence of an economic crisis of some kind before the conflict broke out.” 

· “Other conflicts in the 20th century were simply caused by a desire for territorial expansion.”  

· “Perhaps the most common cause of conflict in the 20th century was extreme nationalistic ideologies and ethnic rivalries.” 

· You need to use every single document throughout the essay. Each body paragraph should have at least one document to support the point you are making. I strongly suggest you try to have at least two documents in a paragraph to support your point. It shows strong analysis if you can. 

· You need to cite a document after you use it. For example, “The Great Depression was a major economic crisis that led to WWII, as illustrated by the rise of the Nazi party (doc. 4)”. More on this below. 

· Each body paragraph should support your argument in the following ways: 

· Evidence from the documents. (In total, you must use all of the documents) 
· Analysis of the documents (point of view analysis. See below for more details). 

· Outside knowledge (more below) 
· Content outside the documents that helps to support the argument

· IMPORTANT: DO NOT QUOTE THE DOCUMENTS. 

Conclusion 

· Your conclusion should be like any other essay conclusion: 

· Have a transition sentence or topic sentence to start the conclusion. 

· Summarize the main argument you made. 

· Link toward the future or past and connect it to your argument. 

· DO NOT just recopy your introduction as your conclusion. This is a waste of your time and my time. 
Properly Using a Document as Evidence 

· The documents should be used as evidence to support your argument and major points. 

· Examples of good document use: 

· Prompt: Analyze the degree to which communist movements affected women’s rights in the twentieth century. 

· Document use: A female Soviet official explains that the Central Asian Muslim tradition of wearing veils opposes the fundamentals of the Communist Party. This demonstrates how communist ideals supported equality (doc. 2). 

· What not to do: 

· You should not simply summarize the document. 

· You should never quote extensively. Short 2-3 word quotations are ok occasionally to illustrate a point for effect. Otherwise, DO NOT QUOTE. 
· Avoid stating “Doc. 2 says….”. As an example, let’s say you are answering a prompt about the impact of silver on the world economy. Instead of stating, “Doc. 2 talks about higher prices in Spain” state “The Spanish began to experience high prices which ruined their economy as they became more attracted to Asian products (doc. 2)”.  

Citation of Sources 

· Always ensure a reader of what document you are referencing in an essay. 
· Specifically cite the document number in parentheses after the sentence you use it. AP readers have stated that this is extremely helpful in grading the essays and makes their job easier (this also gives them a higher opinion of the writer by extension). Please listen to this advice. 
· DO NOT QUOTE
· How to cite: 
· Always cite in parentheses at the end of the sentence or end of the document reference/quote. 
· Count up the total number of documents you use to ensure you have used all of them. I recommend you make a list of documents in the margin (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7) and just circle them as you use them. There is no way you can miss using a document as a result. 
· Citation examples: 
· The Russian official’s report on an incident in Novgorod province (Doc. 10) demonstrates…
· According to Mrs. E. Gaskell, an English author (Doc. 8)…
· According to John Locke…(Doc. 3). [at end of the entire sentence]
Analyzing a Document  
· You must also analyze at least 4-5 documents. 
· You can analyze a document in the following ways (the primary source analysis handout is helpful here) (point of view is likely the easiest): 
· Point of View (“It is natural that ____ believes ____ because _____”.) 
· How does the author’s position or status in society impact how the document was written? 
· Was the author biased in any way? 
· How reliable is the author? 
· What might have influenced the author to write this? 
· Purpose 
· Why did the author create this source? 
· What did the author want? 
· Why was it created at this time? 
· Historical Context 
· What events might have impacted how and why this document was constructed? 
· What events might have impacted the author’s message and meaning? 
· Audience 
· Who was the source created for and how might this affect the reliability of the document? 
· Always read the source of a document. It likely has information that will greatly help you determine point of view/bias 
· Do not just state that a document has bias. You must explain. 
· It may be helpful to think of these simplistic phrases: 
· “As a ______, ______ believes ______ because ______. 
· It is natural that ______ believes _______ because ______. 
· Naturally, since the author ascribed to (insert theory), he/she would conclude that ___. 
· Since this information was written for (insert audience), it would have been intended to _____. 
· This information was published in a (insert medium), and thus would have been perceived as accurate/authoritative by a (insert century) audience). 
· It (is) (is not) predictable that a _______ would propose ______ because as a ______ he/she would want _____.
· Examples of document analysis: 
· In the North Vietnamese Constitution, it not only claims democracy, but claims women have complete equality to men, which they did not. It was created by a government official, so obviously he would glorify Vietnam as a country flooding with equality. (author’s point of view) 
· In document 6, Cuban communist leader Fidel Castro is speaking to a women’s organization. It is likely that he is trying to persuade more women to join the communist party. (purpose) 
· The Chinese propaganda poster in document 5 supports advancement of women. This poster, made to gather support for the communist revolution, was published to appeal to the wants and needs of women (doc. 5). (audience) 
· This shows that a communist government officially legislated the equality of women. This would have been something like a slap in the face to the USA who fought to limit the spread of communism in Vietnam, only to fail and see them enforce feminist laws that the US had not (doc. 3). (context) 
· While likely accurate, coming from a US source raises the question of its legitimacy, as the US was locked in the Cold War with the USSR, and may have simply wanted to rally the American people against the Soviets (doc. 4). (context)  
Contextualization 

· This simply means explaining the broader events that influenced or were influenced by the topic. Think of this as the bigger picture. 
· The best place to do this is in the introduction. This is basically the historical context portion of the introduction. This is where I want you to do it. 
· This has to be relevant to the question and fully explained. Three sentences should be the aim. 
· Example: 
· Prompt: “Analyze the degree to which communist movements affected women’s rights in the twentieth century” 

· Example: “Women’s rights have been a struggle that many females tried to achieve ever since the early beginnings of industrialization. The Industrial Revolution led to an unfair divide between men and women in society, further increasing the patriarchal nature of society. This unfair divide led to the mass usage of socialist ideals, which in some instances supported women’s rights. [THESIS STATEMENT]”
Outside Evidence 

· Along with using the documents as evidence, you must provide an additional example or piece of evidence that supports your argument. 

· This must be fully explained and cannot be a mere reference (don’t name or fact drop). 

· This should be done in the body paragraphs to support your topic sentences/argument. 

· Examples (using same prompt): 

· “An example of communist inspiration to their women was the putting of the first woman in space by the USSR, which must have inspired women nationwide.” 

· “An example that supports this point is that Mao Zedong, a communist leader in China, made a speech directly stating that ‘Women hold up half the sky’, and made various laws according to that statement to make women more equal to men.” 

DBQ Essay Structure 
In terms of an essay structure for your DBQ question, follow basic essay guidelines and rules. Please be aware of the following: DO NOT create a “laundry list” of documents. For example, NEVER do any of this: 

· “The documents in this essay show this….”. “Document 1 says this….document 2 says this….document 3 says this….”. “Overall, the documents tell us…”. “I am going to analyze these documents….” “This document is not biased…”. 

· DO NOT QUOTE

The following outline may be helpful:

I. Introduction 

a. Strong, broad topic sentence that relates to the question. (1 sentence) 

b. Historical context/contextualization (3 sentences) 

c. Thesis 

i. The thesis should directly answer the question and make an argument. You should have three major points. 

II. Body 

a. Point #1 to support your argument  

i. Topic sentence (links back to your thesis) 

ii. Supporting facts/evidence from document(s) 

1. Remember to cite the document after you use it. 

2. Use documents individually to support. DO NOT say, “Documents 1 and 2 show Bismarck developed new social policies.” Use specific evidence from each individual document. 

3. Do not just list the document or simply quote. Use the documents as evidence to support your argument. 

iii. Analysis of document(s) (after you use each document) 

iv. Include any useful outside knowledge and/or contextualization 

b. Point #2 to support your argument (same process) 

c. Point #3 to support your argument (same process)

III. Conclusion 

a. Summarize your major argument 

b. Connect to the future. 
Other Specific Tips 

1. Formulate a thesis about history, not merely about the documents. Make sure your thesis answers the question. 

2. Focus your discussion on the documents, the inferences you draw from them, and outside information that you know about the topic. Use the documents to guide your answer, but incorporate outside knowledge as you do so. 

3. Use ALL documents.. 

4. Avoid quotations unless making a strong emphasis to a point. 

5. A good DBQ analyzes and draw conclusions from the documents. You should avoid the “laundry list” approach. Do not simply summarize each document in order. 

6. Refer to the content, or the author, of the document so specifically in your text that the exam reader cannot help but recognize the document you are referring to. 

7. According to qualified and highly trained AP Exam Readers, indicators of analysis include: 

a. Analytical essay structure (thesis, discussion of evidence, conclusion) 

b. Organization of evidence in categories, especially ones not specified in the question itself

c. Frequent reference to the terms of the question 

d. Combination/juxtaposition of documents 

e. Recognition of contradictions and ambiguities in documents 

f. Reference to the point of view and the purpose of the document

8. If you follow everything listed above, you will do well on the AP DBQ.

How you will be Graded: 

I will grade you based on the following requirements: 

General Essay Skills 

_____ Proper introduction with historical context as explained in this handout. 

_____ Proper thesis as explained in this handout. 

_____ Each body paragraph has a topic sentence 

_____ The conclusion is included and is NOT a restatement of the introduction. 

_____ The essay does not include any historical errors and has no first person perspective 

_____ The essay cites the documents in the correct manner and DOES NOT QUOTE
_____ The essay uses transitional phrases when appropriate  and breaks body paragraphs up in a logical/appropriate way (essay follows proper organization structure) 

Format (Only if it is a take home essay. I view essays written in class as rough drafts to be fair.) 

_____ The essay has little to no grammatical errors 

_____ The essay has no spelling errors 

_____ The essay is double spaced and uses default word settings 

AP Rubric (I will use this to grade you in addition to or in combination with the above and award you an AP score)

_____ The essay has a clear thesis 

_____ The essay accurately describes the content of THREE documents  

_____ The essay uses ALL documents to support the thesis 

_____ The essay analyzes POV, context, audience, and/or purpose for SIX documents 

_____ The essay includes contextualization and outside information (2 total points; 1 point for each)  

_____ The essay illustrates a complex understanding of the historical development in the prompt.  

AP Score: _______               Grade: _______ 

First DBQ Assignment 

Directions: In preparation for our first DBQ, we will be working as a class to start the process. Using the DBQ provided, we will be doing the following: 

· Go over a DBQ guide on writing an AP World DBQ. 

· We will practice CAPP analysis using a sample activity. 

· You will individually look over the documents for a sample DBQ question. 

· In small groups, you will discuss the following about the sample DBQ: 
· Analysis for each document 

· How you would use the documents to answer the question 

· Once this is complete, we will look at a sample response to a DBQ question. 

You will receive a DBQ on Roman expansion to complete on your own after we have gone over DBQ ideas in class. This will be due on Monday, October 31st. It will be worth 50 points. 
