AP World History Expectations 

In an AP class it is important to have good note taking, study habits, and a grasp on basic skills. The following is a helpful guide for this: 

Before Class: 

· Read any assigned work even if it is not being collected or quizzed on. This is imperative. You will not be successful in the long term if you do not do this. Random quizzes may occur to ensure you are keeping up with readings. Use the guides I give you. 
· It is helpful to take notes on what you read from the textbook. You may take notes in any manner that benefits you or works for you. Refer to the guide at the end of this handout for strategies and tips.  

· Make note of anything that is confusing to you. It will likely be clarified in any lecture/class activity or you can simply ask me before, during, or after class (I openly welcome questions. It is how you learn). 

In Class: 

· Note taking 

· Generally, I lecture with a PowerPoint. However, I do not include every single thing I say on a PowerPoint slide. Instead, I will provide a couple of main points and images (maps, visuals, animations, primary sources, etc.) to aid in your understanding of a subject. Sometimes I do not have any written text on a slide. It is important that you listen and take notes rather than just copying what is on a slide if there is text. There is not enough text on any PowerPoint to just write down what is on the board. 
· While not often, I will occasionally lecture without a PowerPoint. You should still take notes the same way as during a PowerPoint lecture. Again, you should be listening to the lecture and not just copying down information 

· Actually LISTEN to the lecture and take notes. DO NOT just copy down word for word what is on the PowerPoint and stop. The information is there to further highlight key points and assist with organization. There are other important details you should know that are not written. Again, do not take notes down fast from the PowerPoint and then space out. This is NOT going to help you in future honors or AP classes. 

· Leave space in the margins in your notes to add anything that is important from readings at home. 
· How should I take notes?  

· Take notes in whatever way benefits you. 

· It might be advisable to use bullets or simple dashes and indent (like in this guide)

· Abbreviate and use symbols for certain words (example: government shortened to gov.) 

· Write notes in your own words 

· Leave blank spaces if you want to add more later 

· Do not worry about neatness, unless you can’t understand or read what you wrote 

· Date your notes and provide a topic for them 
· What should I do with my notes? 

· Keep them in your folder or binder 

· Review your notes you took during class for 15 minutes when you get home. As long as you’re not bothered by noise, you can do this while listening to music, watching TV, etc.
· ALWAYS pay attention. It is important to be an active listener. 
· Be polite and respectful to your classmates when we are in a discussion, debate, or general presentation. This means to raise your hand to make a comment or response. Please do not be rude. If you disagree with someone, be respectful. 
After Class: 

· Review over your notes for around 15 minutes each day we take notes. This may seem trivial, but it helps. 

· Take notes as you read from the textbook or annotate any source reading given (see the end of the handout). 
· Complete any assignment. 

Writing and Assignments: 
· You will often have assignments that require a written response.  These can either be on tests, in class assignments, or homework. I have certain expectations for written assignments: 

· Be as detailed and as specific as possible. Assume I know nothing at all about the topic you are answering (this applies for essays as well). 

· Unless the question is very simple (e.g. what year did the Ottoman Turks conquer Constantinople?), you should be responding in paragraph format (complete sentences). 

· If I give you a paper that has questions on it and there is no space provided for a response, please do not try to squeeze in your answer. I will deduct points if you do this. Use a separate sheet of paper or type it. It looks more professional if you type. 
General Study Strategies: 

· We almost always have an assignment of some kind. Please ensure you do it. If there is no assignment, review your notes more in-depth than usual.

· DO NOT wait until the night before to study for a test. You receive around a week’s notice of tests and usually even quizzes. Take advantage of this and study in advance. 

· If it helps, meet up with others in the class to study. This does not work for everyone (I always did better on my own), but is helpful for some. 

· Ask questions if you have them. If, for some reason, I do not have the answer, I will find the answer for you or guide you to it. 
· I take this class very seriously as should you. As an example, would you expect your employer (in the future if you do not have a job at the moment) to be ok with you simply showing up to work and doing as little as possible? DO NOT be mediocre. 
Note Taking Guide 

Textbook Guidelines 

The Stearns text is likely your first encounter with a college level textbook. Since this is your first time using a college level text, I will, throughout the first semester, give you guides for each chapter. These are designed to help you read through the book. As we get into the second semester, I will expect this to become “second nature” to you. I will gradually take away the guides. It is strongly suggested that you take notes as you read (use these guides as a base/template). Statistics show you have a 34% chance vs. 5% chance of remembering material if you take notes vs. if you do not take notes. This balloons to 80% if you constantly review the information. I will not check your notes, but you will have random reading quizzes to ensure you are completing assigned readings so notes may be helpful to take. The first few reading quizzes should be extremely easy for you if you use the given guides. 

Textbook Note Taking Tips/Chapter Outlining Tips: 

1. I assign you (most of the time) only portions of a chapter to read at once. This helps you break up your reading. Often, in a college class, you will be just be given a set of chapters to read by a certain date. By going through an AP class, you can learn to pace your reading. While you can, of course, read an entire chapter at once, it is easier to take it in chunks. 

2. Read to understand and comprehend topics, not to memorize trivial facts. 

3. Write the chapter number, dates, and title at the top line of your paper. 

4. Survey the chapter before you start reading it. Look at headings, subheadings, key terms (bolded), and inserts. Do not write anything down at this point. 

5. Ask analytical questions concerning the headings in the textbook (e.g. what caused this event?, how does this connect with another event? What is the main point?). Be able to define a topic. 

6. Use the subtitles to organize your notes, but shorten the titles.

7.  After you have read a section, think about it. What two or three points explain the subheading and what are the important points to take away from this section. Write notes down on the most important information in your own words. By retelling the story, you are actually learning it. Abbreviate your notes as you write. If you are writing multiple sentences on a section, you are doing this incorrectly. See me if you need help. 

8. Recite the main points of a section you have read. If you cannot do this, you likely didn’t understand what you read. 

9. Review what you have read and taken notes on to ensure you grasp the big picture. 

10. Ensure you actually read the overview, global connections, and retrospective sections. Stearns has some helpful big picture concepts addressed in these. 

11. Do not just skip over pictures (maps, images, art, etc.). Analyze them. 
Important Terms in the Textbook: 

· Know the bolded terms well. 

· The course text highlights all bolded terms in the margins. 

Guidelines for Reading Sources 

What is a primary source? 

· Document or physical object which was written or created during the time under study. 

What is a secondary source? 

· An interpretation of an event or primary source from a historian’s viewpoint. 

Reading Primary Sources 

1. For primary sources, I will have a general source guide for you to use. 

2. As you read a source, fill out the source guide. 

3. Look over any questions assigned for the source BEFORE you read it. 

Secondary Sources 

1. Annotate as you read (almost all sources given to you will be handouts. DO NOT annotate in your textbook). 

· What is meant by annotating? 

· Mark up the document. 

· Underline key words or phrases that link into the AP World themes or thinking skills. Draw a line to the margin and abbreviate the skill or theme. 

· Circle something you don’t understand. Write out an explanation in the margin with a line linking to your circled portion. 

· Write a (?) mark to something you have a question on. 

· Write any thoughts or comments in the margins. 

· Feel free to develop your own symbols like an asterisk (*) for a key idea or an exclamation point (!) for something surprising or bizarre. Just make sure you understand your system. 

· You can highlight, but annotating usually leads to better understanding and learning. It has been statistically proven that annotation leads to better retention down the road. 

2. Look over any questions assigned for the source BEFORE you read it. 
3. Think of these underlying questions as you read any secondary source: 

· What is the main idea or argument of the excerpt? 

· What is one piece of information that supports the argument of the historian? What is a piece of evidence that undermines the argument? 

· Why might a different historian make a different argument concerning the same event or development? 

· How does the context impact the author’s argument? 

· Is the author’s argument effective? 

· Is there an overall pattern or trend if it is a graph or chart?
