AP World Themes 

AP World: Key Themes 
In the AP World course, it is critical to recognize patterns across time and region. This is important to be able to see how things have changed and stayed the same over time. It is also important in order to compare and contrast key events. Rather than memorize thousands of facts, the AP World course is focused on six common themes throughout each period. The course is heavily focused on the how and why of history. In short, you will be studying the process of history. As a result, these themes allow for comparisons and analysis of change and continuity over time. These themes are listed below. 
SPICE-T (Course Themes) 
	Theme 
	Developments 

	Social 
	· Gender roles and relations 

· Family and kinship 

· Racial and ethnic constructions 

Social and economic classes 


	Political 
	· Political structures and forms of government 

· Empires 

· Nations and nationalism 

· Revolts and revolutions 

· Regional, Transregional, and global structures 
 

	Interactions with the Environment 
	· Demography and disease 

· Migration 

· Patterns of settlement 

 

	Cultural 

	· Religions 

· Belief systems, philosophies, and ideologies 

· Arts and architecture 



	Economic 
 
	· Agricultural and pastoral production 

· Trade and commerce 

· Labor systems 

· Industrialization 

· Capitalism and socialism 

 

	Technology and Science 
	· Technological advances 

· Scientific theories and medical advancements 




